
The Central Regional Office has 
several major areas of responsibility:
  
® Serve as a coordinating point for in-

tegrating science activities to meet 
the needs of the natural

      resource agencies.

® Build partnerships with natural re-
source managers representing fed-
eral, state and private sector stake-
holders.
  

® Assist in identifying and addressing 
priority information and science 
needs of Department of the Interior 
land and natural resources 

     management agencies.
 

® Administer the research programs 
and operational activities of the Sci-
ence Centers and Field Stations in 
the Central Region. 

Biological Resources Discipline
Central Region

The Central Region has five Science Centers 
located in Fort Collins, Colorado, Columbia, 
Missouri, Jamestown, North Dakota, Bozeman, 
Montana, and Lafayette, Louisiana.

One of four disciplines within the USGS, the Biological Resources 
Discipline mission is to work with others to provide the scientific 
understanding and technologies needed to support the sound management 
and conservation of our Nation’s biological resources.  The USGS has 
three regions:  Eastern, Central and Western.  The Central Regional office 
is located in Denver, Colorado, and includes five Science Centers.
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There are five Science Centers located 
within the region.

The Columbia Environmental Re-
search Center (CERC)  in Columbia, 
Missouri. The mission of CERC is to 
provide leadership for the USGS in 
addressing national and international 
environmental contaminant issues 
affecting the Nation’s biological 
resources; and to provide leadership 
in addressing a broad range of issues 
affection terrestrial, freshwater and 
estuarine ecosystems. For more infor-
mation, please contact:
CERC
4200 New Haven Road 
Columbia, MO 65201
573-875-5399

Or visit their web site at: 
http://www.cerc.usgs.gov

Central Region Science Centers

The National Wetlands Research 
Center (NWRC) in Lafayette, Louisiana. 
The mission of NWRC is to develop and 
disseminate scientific information needed 
for understanding the ecology and values 
of our nations wetlands and for managing 
and restoring wetland habitats and asso-
ciated plant and animal communities. For 
more information, please contact: 
NWRC
700 Cajundome Boulevard 
Lafayette, LA 70506-3154
337-266-8500

Or visit their web site at:
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov

The Northern Prairie Wildlife Re-
search Center (NPWRC) in Jamestown, 
North Dakota. The NPWRC mission is 
to develop research information on the 
quantitative ecological requirements for 
sustainable wildlife populations; design 
and conduct studies of numbers and 
distribution of flora and fauna includ-
ing identification of change resulting 
from habitat loss and modification; and 
to disseminate the latest in technical 
information and research findings such 
that interested audiences benefit to the 
maximum extent possible. For further 
information, please contact 
NPWRC
8711 37th Street Southeast 
Jamestown, ND 58401-7317 
701-253-5500 

Or visit their web site at:
http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov

The Fort Collins Science Center 
(FORT) in Fort Collins, Colorado. The 
primary focus of MESC’s research is 
on montane, grassland, and arid land 
ecosystems of the interior western United 
States. The center, however, maintains 
several programs that are national in 
scope, including water resources manage-
ment, economic/social science assess-
ments, global climate change, and wa-
tershed (including water quality) studies. 
For more information, please contact: 
FORT
2150 Centre Ave., Building C
Fort Collins, CO  80526-8118

Or visit their web site: 
http://www.fort.usgs.gov

The Northern Rocky Mountain Science 
Center (NRMSC), in Bozeman, Montana.  
The mission of the NRMSC is to use a 
multidiciplinary approach to research in 
the montane ecosystems of the Northern 
Rocky Mountains.  Research focuses on 
science needed by the land management 
bureaus of the Department of the Interior 
as well as other federal and state land man-
agement agencies responsible for making 
resource management decisions.  For more 
information, please contact: 
NRMSC
Room 211, AJM Johnson Hall 
Bozeman, MT  59717
406-994-5041

Or visit our web site at:
http://www.nrmsc.usgs.gov

BRD Field Stations are smaller, more 
specialized facilities that engage in a mix 
of activities in research, inventorying 
and monitoring, and information transfer.  
Each Field Station is associated with a 
BRD Science Center and usually focuses 
on a single region or issue.  

BRD Cooperative Fish and Wildlife 
Research Units are partnerships among 
BRD, state fish and wildlife management 
agencies, universities, and the Wildlife 
Management Institute.  These unique 
partnerships ensure close links with state 
and federal information needs through a 
mission of research, education, and techni-
cal assistance.

For more informantion about the U.S. 
Geological Survey or BRD, please check 
our web sites at:

http://biology.usgs.gov
http://biology.usgs.gov/cro


